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' COLLOSSIA: 5 


GIVING THANKS VTO THE FA 
THER WHICH HATH MADE US 
MEET TO BE PARTAKERS OF 
THE INHERITANCE "OP? TI 
SAINTS IN LIGHT. 


88 2 = HAT 3 
> > are oppoſed: to the intereſt A of 
2 _ + es. Ss by thoſe wh 
: CGD unleſs e who 
2 a . —— not their nature and 
felt not their influence. All 
others have a witneſs in them- 
ſelves that no other doctrines can ſecure that in- 
tereſt. The matchleſs wiſdom with which God has 
ever connected end and means ſhines out in its 
true luſtre, in nothing ſo much as the ſal vation 
of Gnners; 'Th 
eternal purpoſe, it is true; but the 


vhich it is to be attained, are beautifully con- 
nected each to che other, in a golden N | 


* that reaches from the beginning to the end of 
things; a chain from which one link cannot be 
broken off, without — the and ſpoil- 
ing the whole. 


godlineſs, was never 


blifs 3 is ſettled on them by an 2 
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_ . 1s the kingdom of 
yet it never 


was deſig 
until they ſhall firſt hz 


heaven be prepared for 


ed to 


lon of the World: 
be their poſſeſſion, 
e been prepared for it. 


Are they predeſtinated to endleſs bliſs? As the way 
to it they are alſopredeſtinated to befirſt conforms 
ed to the image of its Author. Holineſs is the 


nature of that tat - and 


holineſs ſhall be the 


nature of all that ſhall enter it. Shall the elect 


| be glorified at laſt? 


hen muſt they be ſancti- 


fied in time. For this end they muſt be juſtifi- 
ed : and therefore believe: but in order to this, 
they muſt be effectually called: and thus whate- 


ver certainty there 1s th 
_ —the certainty is no le 
they ſhall never ſee the 


Tuts is the leading 
The conſideration o 
at any time, but the la 

Elder of this church w 
was an eminent advoc⸗ 
cial attention to it at p 
requeſt of the bereavec 
to offer you my aid the 


In the region of Ph 
to Hierapolis and Laoc 
loſſe; which in mode: 
by the name Chone ;: 


at they ſhall never periſh 


8, that without holineſs, 


9 * mY 


1t might well become us 
re of a worthy 
> both by word and deed 
> for it, calls us to a ſpe- 
sſent ; and the particular 

family obliges me now 


dein. 


rygia, in Afia minor, near 
n times is better known 
—juft at the confluence 


of the rivers Lycus a 


pleaſed the Lord of. 


nd Mæander. There it 


ploy the faithful Er ApRHR as in planting a church: . 


QAand the ſeeds of 
ſoon ſprang up in tho 


1 


ae early to em- 


ra ſown there, 
ruits of faith and love, 


i” | ( 7 ) | 
4 * 7 25 * 
By 


which ſpread the fame of that new. ſociety of 
converts far and wide. Theſe recommended 


them to the charity of the Apoſtle ſo thoroughly, 
that they became a conſtant ſubject of his pray- 
ers and thankſgivings, - during | his continuance 
as a priſoner at Rome. It ſeems however, that 
the glorious morning of this church, was ſoon 
oyercaſt with gloomy clouds. Of this fad deen e. 
Paul, in his impriſonment, being appriſed by 


Epaphras himſelf, writes them this epiſtle as an 


- antidote againſt the contagion then ſpreading. 
His addrefs is introduced by animating com- 


mendations of whatever he found right among 


them; and earneſt prayers to the Gop of all grace 


for perfecting the good work he had begun there; 


In the words of the text, as if his heart had been 
ſuddenly aſſured of an anſwer of peace, both on 
his own behalf and theirs ; he paſſes from prayer 


to thankſgiving to Gop the Father, for comple- 


ting by his ſpirit the application of the redempti- 
on purchaſed by the merits of his Son; in making 
them fit for communion with himſelf in heaven. 


Ix the 14th verſe, he ſhews where the foundati- 
on of this good work within them was laid, viz. 


in the redemption 2 je for them by the blood 


of Cazisr. This is what enſured them the re- 
miſſion of ſins :—and as it is expreſſed in the 
I 3th verſe, delivered them from their natural 
bondage to the power of darkneſs—and made 
them free citizens of the gracious kingdom of 
CHRIST. The text ſtates the iſſue of this tranſ- 


lation; in the progreſſive work of the ſpirit in 


meetening them for heaven. All this he aſcribes 
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to the Father; as he originated the whole plan 
in his eternal counſel—he, in the ceconomy of that 
work, then ſettled, ſent the Son to redeem; and 
he, thro” the Son, ſends the Spirit to apply the 
purchaſed benefits to every ſubject. Hence, in 
this mediate ſenſe it may be ſaid that he made us 
meet; that is, fit or ſuitable for it. 


Tux word, tho' borrowed from the Hebrew 
idiom, and never again uſed by the apoſtle, ex- 
cept in 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6, is well known to ſignify 
meetneſs or competency; and here it is meetneſs 
for a part (literally) in the lot of the ſaints, i. e. 
in the joys and glories reſerved for them above. A 
phraſeology this which carries a manifeſt alluſion 
to the manner of aſſigning to the Iſraelites by lot 
their reſpective portions in the land of Canaan, 
and makes an 37 application of it to the divine 
allotment of the eternal inheritance of ſaints, in 
that heavenly Canaan, of which the earthly was 
but a type. Let it then be noted that 


1. Tux words afford us a deſcription of hea- 
ven, as the portion reſerved for ſaints :—it is call- 
ed light: a word that may be underſtood either lite- 
rally, to point out the everlaſting and uncloud- 
ed day that obtains in that bleſſed world or 
metaphorically, to ſignify the perfect joy glory 
and bliſs poſſeſſed there by every inhabitant; for 
in this way the word light is very often uſed in 
ſcripture. 5 e 
2. Tuer ſhew us how this is acquired; not by 
their own merit works or worth; but by in- 
| beritance; or the free donation of a father to 


his 


s + 5 5 
his on children; founded only in his love, 
and their near relation to himſelf; a conveyance 
vhich conſtitutes at once the freeſt, the ſureſt, 
the moſt indefeaſible, and the moſt durable title 
to a full andcontinual poſſeſſion, | 


£3 


— 


3. Tux heirs are here deſcribed to whom this 
inheritance belongs: it is not for all men, as 
ſome new-goſpelers pretend: no. As the whole 
bible is ignorant of that doctrine; ſo the text ex- 
preſsly confines this title to ſaints; i. e. holy per- 
Tons, or ſuch as are fanctiffed by the Holy Ghoſt; 
and ſo have received holy natures—are carried 
on in the exerciſe of holy graces in a line of ho- 
ly duties through a holy courſe of life and con- 
verſation; and thus are found univerſally holy 
and grow therein perſeveringly to the end of their 
days. To theſe and theſe only this inheritance 
belongs for theſe it was purchaſed, to theſe it 
was promiſed—and to theſe ſhall it be given. 


4. The qualification neceſfary for theſe heirs, 
in order to their N on the poſſeſſion of 
this inheritance, is here aſcertained in the words, 
made meet for it. However good their title 
may be from the firſt moment of their juſtifica- 
tion and adoption, yet they ſhall never enjoy the 


kingdom prepared for them, until they are alſo 


prepared for it: — that is, every thing contrary 
to its nature muſt be taken out of theirs ;—diſ- 
poſitions ſuitable to the enjoyments and employ- 
ments of that happy ſt#e muſt be found in them: 
Land theſe matured to perfection. Never can 
they enter into that reſt, until every blemiſh and 
VVV 6 + _ imperfection 


imperſection is removed: and not a moment 
longer ſhall my be kept out, IH once e that is 


= done. 


© To this meetneſs hey are iowa by het 
heavenly Father ; from whom the right to the 
inheritance deſcends to them. They are natu- 
rally as unmeet as any others; dead in treſſpaſſes 
and ſins; totallydepraved, and utterly an unclean 
thing. © Nor can any of them attain this meet- 
neſs, by doings of his own. * It is Gop that 
muſt work in them all to will and to do. 
It is he that regenerates them by his ſpirit:—it 
5 he that ſanctifies that edifies that 0 
ngthens—encreaſes and perfects them, by 
the — ſpirit; and when he hath wrought all 
this work in them and for them, and ſo they have 
attained the neceſſary meetneſs for this inhe- 
ritance, every one among them muſt 971 it is by 
the grace of Gop that am an 1 am. and 


therefore, = 


We 7 Wuzn they receive ie; hit are Jon Aſc 
cp to give thanks forever for It. 


| afford us the fllow- ; 


Taz words thus open 
ing | 
DOCTRINE. All 
inheritance in light, as ſ 
%% ig: 


ints ſhall enter on the. : 
n as they are meet for 


@ 0 het ii. . 5 55 8 e In. 01 6. (4) 2. ul. 9. 
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- On: this ſentiment we wiſh now to lay hold.” 
And that it may be of ſome uſe, a 55 4, 


* N Consipe the nature of chi inheritance 


and 


u. Exqyins how faints are fitted for it, 


5 Lr us confider hr ow of this inherit- 
ance. Scanty and poor, indeed, are the beſt no- 

tions of it that we can form on earth. It is, 
however, of importance that they be agreeable 


to the truth, as far as they go: for their influ- 


_ ence will be carried through all our religion : — 
as that conſiſts in preparatives for it all its 
parts will be caſt into the mould of the heaven 
we figure to ourſelves. Every man's religion is 


of the ſame kind with tlie habitual temper of his 


heart: and as his heaven means nothing but the 


completion of his wiſhes ; this will be abricated 
in exact. . with his religion. 


: Tur accounts for che fulſome pictures given | 
by the heathen, of their ELys1uM ;—a heaven 
. which conſiſted only in a ſalubrious clime—and - 


WE fields—lawns variegated with the faireſt 
owers and beautified with an eternal ſpring : 


plenteous tables, where ambroſia ever loads the 


| board, and flowing nectar crowns the cup: all 
heightened by the ſweeteſt muſic the gayeſt 
mirth—and all the ſenſual W of a e 


al feſtival. 


Imacrry this, drawn only 555 an eat fancy 


—and ne to the taſte of a carnal heart. 
| Very f 


4 


ll 


ed by graceleſs minds, 
the truth; even by all the light of the goſpel 
that daily ſhines around them. The miſer * 
cies to himſelf a place well ſtocked with heaps 
of gold where he may take as much as he will 


R 


: 

* 
"> ©; 3 
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Very little different from 1 it, is the paradiſe of 
the Mabometàn muſſulman: nothing better can 


it afford than a group of objects contrived for 
the gratification of carnal luſts: women and wine 


E the dance and the ſong health and plenty 


peace and victory are all the heaven vey aim 
* obtain. a 


- Nor are the ideas of the final bliſs, entertain- 


much better adjuſted to 


Land be placed beyond the danger of looſing 
his ac 1 The ambit'ous pleaſes himſelf 
with the fiction of ſtately palaces—gilded roofs 


| —ſplendid- robes—and ſumptuous equipage— 


of diſtinguiſhed honors—threnes and crowns a- 


| bove the envy of his foes; while the ſenſualiſt is 


fired with hopes of per 
tisfied with carnal delig 


many profeſſors ſatisfy 


while they compare it 


ceptions, and the fancy 
and dreggy images. 


petual appetites, ever ſa- 
hts; but never cloyed in 


the fruition. And ma 


of heaven, that are g 


f Canrarn f it is, that, 


y it not be feared, that 
themſelves with notions 
rovelling and injurious, 
nly to bodily objects £4 


while we remain in theſe 


3 the ſenſes obſtruct all refined con- 


abuſes us with its groſs 
cquainted perfectly with 


this unhappy ſtate of fallen man, the Father of 
lights has kindly condeſcended to ſet heaven be- 
fore us in bodily mediums; and to deſcribe it in 


figures drawn from * moſt valued in this 


world. | 


world. Hence we find it ſometimes ſet forth as 
a houſe*—a father's houſe with many manſions 


a royal palace, where Jznovan keeps his court. 
There ſtands his throne—and where all his an- 


gels are ever in waiting. Sometimes it' is de- 
pictured as a city - moſt regular and beautiful 
—whoſe gates are made of the moſt precious. 
pearls—its foundations jewels—and its ſtreets 
paved with gold; *—all' harmonious within— 
free from jars as well as wants and pains—full 
of light, without ſun or moon, ſtars or candles 
the countenance of God and the Lamb ſupplyin 
and ſuperceding them all; ſecure too, — all 
dangers from without; and, therefore, never 
needing to ſhut its gates. Sometimes it is ex- 
hibited under the appearance of a feaſt ;* —a 
marriage-ſupper, where all the ſaints fit at the ta- 
ble with their LoxD, and ſup with him and he 
with them :—where they freely take of all the 
various fruits of the tree of life and drink full 
_ draughts of the river of pleaſure flowing from 
the throne forevermore. And ſometimes it is repre- 
ſented as a kingdom, where all the redeemed are 
honored as kings—clad in white robes, the ap- 
| pre of princes—ſeated on thrones around their 
 Redeemer—and wearing crowns of life and glo- 
ry, in his court and preſence. ; 
Mx muſt not imagine all theſe delineations to be 
words without meaning: ſince they are the dic- 
tates of the Spirit of truth. Nor ſhould we ſup- 
( e f r b e 


6. and xxii. 1, 17. ( Luke xili. 28, 29s Luke xii. 32. and xxii. 29. 
; Rev, ili. 21. ö F | | | 


* 


n » 


oſe them deſigned to be literally underſtood ; 
2 real * a of that which himſelf has 
aſſured us far exceedeth all that eye hath ſeen, 
or ear heard, or heart of man ever has conceived. 
— No. We have the cleareſt evidence, in ſcrip- 
ture, that the inheritance on high is all piri- 
tual. Such is the nature of the Gop to be enjoy- 
ed—of the angels that are to be companions— 
of the ſouls of the ſaints [themſelves—yes, and, as 
far as may be, of the reſurre&tion-bodies too ;* 
ſpiritual affections are all they exerciſe—ſpiritual 


- . worſhip all their ſervice, being without temple 


or ordinances *—fpiritual views of truth feaſt 
their intelle&,—and ſpiritual objects produce 


their joys. 


Tu bodily figures of heaven, then, which 
we find in the bible, muſt be conſidered to reveal 
its glories no otherwiſe | than the Jewtſh types, 
of old, did the wonderful realities of CyurisT 
and his kingdom to which they pointed. - They 
ſerve as the emblems, or artificial alphabets, by 
which little children are taught to ſpell the names 
of things, before they can form any diſtinct ideas 
of the things themſelves. And ſuch little chil- 
dren indeed are we all; whilſt immured in fleſh 
and blood : as ſuch we ſpeak—as ſuch we think 
on this ſubject it doth not yet appear to us 
what we ſhall be. All we ſee, is through a glaſs, 
and darkly.* The object far exceeds our weak fa- 
culties. We have nothing here below, worthy 
to enter into compariſon with it. Who, then, 
is ſufficient to delineate the conſummate bliſs of 
the ſaints in light? Who can trace the * 

HH | of 


(a) 1 Cor. xv. 44. | (b) Rev. $xi, 22. Ce) 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 


„ 1 15 1 


of rut men. made perfect, into thoſe hig _ and | 
brighter regions; and Jultly. deſcribe * im- 
mortal joys which they poſſeſs forever there ? 
This is a ſubject too big for our apprehenſions _ 
—and too unwieldy for the tongues of men or 
angels! The beſt we can do, in our enquiries 
about it, is to give ourſelves up entirely to te 
idance of divine revelation, and be content 5 


with what the ſeripkurr has declared. 


A in n conſidering their report, it W = V 
arreſt our attention, that in the text, it is repre- 1 
ſented by LIGHT. f 


We that a be 1 to Ganity” 
the idea perceived in our minds from the entrance 
of parallel and rectilinear rays into our eyes, and 
their conveyance to.the retina ; or the motion of 
fire through the medium of air; or the clarity 
and brightneſs of a lucid body itſelf; whether it be 
the moſt ſubtile fluid matter in the univerſe— 
whether it be viſible, in itſelf, or only makes 
other things ſo :—whether that is done 1 in a ſtate | "oY 
of reſt, or only by its motion—whether that I 
motion be inſtantaneous or ſucceſſive, though in- : = 
comparable in its velocity :—and whether it ren- = 
ders any thing viſible by its direct incidence on —— 
it —or by its reflection from it: theſe all are ö 
queſtions too low for this ſubject and we wil- 3 
lingly reſign them to the diſcuſſion of philoſophy _ — 
to whoſe province they belong. It cannot, how- jk 
ever, eſcape our notice; that there is no creature | 
\ 


in the univerſe more frequently called in to ex- 


: N ä Life and Joy *--favour and 
4 he 


(a) Pratm 20. 15 dae Ba 8. 


any +* 


2 3 
ty 


1 manifeſtation of 
miniſters, © and the wo 
 veyin 
defi ed in ſcri 

A term hd figurati 
that knowledge which 1 
ſinners ;'--ſometimes t 
ritual and peculiar to 
ſometimes that which i 


. 16 9 5 
nfs 3 


it, eternal life 


5 | 
d Me knowledge . 

yea, and Gop himſelf* 
pture by the term LIORT. 
vely to import ſometimes 
is natural and common to 
o denote that which is * 
believers in this life, — 
is the light of glo the 


perfect and S e 
CHRIST, which 1s 
heaven.“ 


5 
| 


. Bur even in its lo- 
fenſ e, it conveys idea: 
ting to minds as well 
find it uſed to denote 
ranted to believe that 
by theſe qualities, is te 
the e may be 


NE Light i is pure-i 


Qit contracts no taint 


but purifies the . 


te knowledge of Gop in 
A only to ſaints in 


eſt and literal, or proper | 


of ſome qualities affec- 


as bodies; and when we 
future bliſs, we are war- 


whatever may be ſignified 
d be found there. Of theſe 


conſidered as a ipecinien: ; 


capable of being polluted 
x ſhiffing on a dunghill 


from noxious fo 
view it may well 
inheritance of ſaints ; 


rough which it paſſes, 
and groſs vapours. In this 


applied to expreſs the future ” 


that is incorruptible and 


undefiled--and nothin that defileth can enter 


into it. All the obje 
are immaculate in pur 
ed for the employment 


of holineſs. And all 
are without ſpot or wr 


(8) Iſa. viii. 20. 
: 600 1 1 i. 5. 


) Lale 
u Xi. 
(i) 1 Pet. is 4. 175 


ev. Xxi. 27. (* 


* 


) Matt. 1 \ 


s it offers for enjoyment 
ity--all the works appoint- 
of ſaints there, are works 
that are admitted to them 
en, 


* 


: Conrixey 


(d) Pia. exix. 105. 2 Pet. i i. 19. 


25 5 1. 9. (b) Joh, 2 5 12. : 
v. 27 o 
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-*-Conyivey to tenements of clay, they all eom⸗ 


plained of their defilements, and groaned under 
the felt weight of a body of death: but the 
moment that death delivered them from bodily - 
clogs, and ſympathies--and raiſed them beyond 
the reach of ſnares and ſorrows from an earthly 
world; it alſo ſet them free from every remain 


of corruption, from every ſtain of nature ariſing 


from"indwelling. ſin. Then did the ſpirit of 
God put the finiſhing hand to the work of ſanc- 
tification: then were all inbred corruptions fi- 


nally ſlain, and all graces brought up to perfec- 


tion :--all reſtraints of the exerciſe of grace were 


now removed]; and all curbs of its growth taken 


away.--No ſooner: has the ſoul eſcaped from its 


priſon. of clay, than it finds itſelf freed from 


every tincture of depravity, and perfectly con- 


formed to the image of Go: nothing contrary 
to the divine nature remains in all its frame. 
Advanced far above the temptations of ſatan, 
and the ſolicitations of the ficth, which had hi- 


therto confined them among the pots; they now 


expatiate at large in the land of liberty and per- 


fection- putting on the dove: like wings of ſilver 


--and adorned with its feathers of yellow gold, 
they flee away to the windows of their endleſs 
abode. No more ſhall imperfection cleave to 


their duties--nor: ſin be inherent in their natures 


more--no wandering thoughts ſhall ever ſpoil 
their frames—nor riſings of heart reſiſt the will of 
their God ! No wearineſs ſhall ever make them 
faint in duty : no pride ſhall pollute their zeal - 
for God's glory. Now ſhall they ſerve him as 
they would; and love him as perfectly as their 
el!!! „ d nod) Her toe 1 natures, 


(©). Rom. vil. 24+ (b) Revs aiv. f. 


entixehy ſwallowed up 


natures. cad. Wi 
| kingdom, they rejoice: 


omar od him as 
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| ſpeakably enlarged, 
cannot-doubt; when it 
objects ſhall no more « 

dily fancy obtrude its 
paſſions ariſing fr 


ment more; or make 
than ligh 
will then be brought 


every Gilguiſc. 


"Rains ſhall we ſee fa 


- Know even as we are 
furniſn clear and juſt 
pure in heart ſhall ſee 
tributes ſhall:be well u 
perſons juſtly apprehe 
tion ſhall be opened to 
his providence ſhall all 
the whole book of Gop 


fe} x Cor. n 2s; - (8) Mee 


is. ſhall never wor 


t: and that the 


God. *--His 


impro Yof thi 


unveil dümtele to his ſer. 


op 


ſecrets: rats to them 


is conſidered thas boa 


deluding ures :--that 

ſelfiſh. and & cant} in- 
to prejudice the judg- 
hem love darkneſs rather 
moſt engaging objects 
ear — and 28 of 


eto 8 11 then hall we 
known: intuition- ſhall 
leas of every object. The 
glorious: at- 
nderſtood--his myſterious 
nded--his works of crea- 
view--the darkeſt ſteps of 
be cleared up: yes, and 
will then be unſealed: the 
Sxeateſt 
1 v. "x 
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greateſt _difficultits wil vaniſh 5: Ad ſeemi 
contratiiftions reconciled: --The mo 


and diſpeſmions, the offices and hift ory-of angels; 
Wed ome mar is now/inek- 
plicable in our * Ea will "ROO 12 AS 


will be perfectly 


te gur ligt. 


Tunr this beet ville oltidard ck 
by intuition; muſt be evident; when it is 


that all glaſſes are gone. But; as in 


FEM 


other, ſome things may be diſcovered to us by 


, fince it muſt be granted that altho the 


knowledge obtained in that ſtate is perfect; in ref. 
pect of the ſubjeẽt; it is neither infinite nor alle 


quate to the object knuwn. And pure Intuition of 
Gov, without mixture of reaſoning, is; . : 


_ peculiar to Himſelf alone. It muſt however, be 
ſuppoſed that, whatever part of knowledge ſaints 


gather from ratioc mation, they obtain without - 


the pain of inve , diſcaffion and ſuſpence? 


Fhen ſhall the glorified ſoul, with one glance 
of ari eye entightened by 4 ray fron Gob him. 


felt, pierce — farther into the abyſs 
of nature. the management of Providence,” and 


the myſtery of grace, than the moſt laborious 


philoſopher or acute divine, after their molt te- 
dious and painful einen here below. 


Non need we wonder at this ; for Gov wie 
ſelf ſnall be their prophet in his light ſhall 
they ſee light: all things ſhall be ſeen in Go: 
d ad fe 8 a ſhall be been through the medi- 
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this life ſornie ans and fimple ideas are known 
by intuition ; it ſeems not ns 0 that;in the 
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that angels or Saints 
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um of his CuR IST. This ſhall ever remain 
the grand channel of conveyance, for all of Go 


all ever receive. As the 
reſurrection- bodies ſhall be able to ſee the Re- 


deemer with bodily e es; ſo ſhall the ſpirits of 


Juſt men, even before that day, intellectually gaze 
upon his matchleſs beauties, without wearineſs 
or interruption, as the eagle's eyes do on the 
beams of the ſun.--To them the. glories of his 
. mediatorial perſon, his offices, his ſufferings and 
his work, will be mad the conſtant Ke e ol 


contemplation. 


all; Fu ds. Re 
from error and Gong oubts. Its happy ſubjects 
ſhall have no need of the-[ſun--neither : the 
moon to ſhine upon them; the glory of the 
Lorp ſhall illuminat their e I and. _O 
x Re a ND "yh rod 


0 8 a OWLS day! ever a 4 
Foal !--when Gop himſelf ſhall be the ſun, 
and nothing to hide him from the view! No 
cloud ſhall ever interpoſe--no melancholy gloom 
Eno ſhadow of darkne 
bleſſed regions; for the countenance of Gop in 
Cur1sT,--like the ſun in his "na"; reg 


ſhall imile, . ſhine _—_ them forever 12 


and lager. 1 haſt 
ts and of nature alike-- 
in . uſed to lig 


3. Zi 85 i is charmin 
away the gloom of he 
hence it is ſo frequently 
ally . and Joy. 
Tr vs 


lad 2 Cor. iii. 18. . 600 1 John F . (c) Rev. xxl, 23, and xii. - IS 


$ ſhall ever artſe in thoſe 


Tus e it is 3 entities 
obs inheritance of ſaints; as that is filled, not 
only with ſweet peace that furpaſſech all under⸗ 
ſtanding but riſes to the raptures of eternal joys, 
unſpeakable and full of glory. 4:24 2 85 a 5 N 
Fon this there is a oats pd: Car on ed in 
that knowledge we have juſt now reviewed: -for, 
when we conſider the holy natures, given to the 
ſaints--the holy taſte. for ſpiritual and divine 
beauty infuſed into them; can we think it poſſible | 
for them to behold a Gop in CRHRISH, and yet 
not to love him? Can the tranſcendent excellen- 
_ cies of his nature, thus clearly diſplayed, be ſup- 
= to fail of captivating their whole affecti- 
ons? No. We ſhould do them mighty wrong, if 
ve inſinuate that love is not the ſpring of all 
their emotions--the law of all they think, and 
o forever: their ſouls ſeem, as it were, reſolved 
into this principle. They feel a perfect compla- 
eency in all the objects around them. Every di- 
vine perfection, - ſhining on them in Jesvs' face, 
gives unſpeakable ſatisfaction to their minds. 
In every work of Gop they take cordial delight 
But, in the work of man's ſalvation, they per- 
ceive, with the moſt intenſe pleaſure, all the mo- 
ral attributes of IEHOVAH mingling their beams 
and ſhining with combined luſtre--with- what 
raptures do they behold the ſmiles of their Re- 
deemer; and baſk in the beams of that Sun 11 
righteouſneſs! : 


TR purity, of cheir love, men not be tinc- 


tured with any padſion ; nor its intenſity ow 
ene 
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N wo - 
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ened by the incuion , 
| Every faculty will © Ps — ieſelf- To — = 
every power dilate to cleave to an object, which 
they all conſider as the chiefeſt ae renthous 
. 85 men e we loi "ny" 8 

+0 foal iris confeſſed- ha 1 15 2 pleaſane af 
fection in its very nature re it is thus per- 
fected —— it muſt afford a able 
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ſure unſpeak 
—— when, as in chis caſe, it is at- 
the conſciot iſneſs of being beloved 
in —— When 8 its Perceive thernſelves 
admitted to as great a ne: to as intimate 
. communion with their RD, as they can defire » 
what tongue can expreſs the ſtreams of celeſti- 
al pleaſure that muſt then overflow. their ſouls? 
There is no deſire of their hearts that this doth 
not immediately ſatisfy: no wants here remain 
to be fupplied--nor any pains to be eafed--there 
| are no oriefs to be comforted- no ſorrows to be 
',  Aallayed here: here is no more death, neither 
forrow: nor crying neither any more pain, for. 
er r wipe away al tees fam their eyes le 7 


4. Light is the mo raving g of all bodies 9 

| it not only ſhines on, deen garage A and fills up* 
alt places where it co it paffes through fo- 

he bodies, and makes ther m cranſparent and e- 
ven where it is reflectedꝭ it turns the . N 5 
ſtrikes 1 into its own image. | 
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FE | | ſenting 


yo 


* * 
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meer Sar DD — 1 could 
never give felicity to a ſoul ficli and loathſame 
with the leproſy of ſin. To effect this, afſurnila- 


this glory, is: as needful as to beheld it. The 


faint in light, therefore, finds not hynnſelf enclo- | 
foal in farronmding:glorp — he is 


permitted to gaze, at a diſtance; but elevated 


and e ee nen ee 
bp png 


= glory, „ — wk 1 pe- 


newages ces i inmoſt receſſes of his nature 


ſhines through the whole man--and fills every 
faculty and every ſenſe as full as it can hold. 
While he beholds, he is transformed into: the 
image of what he ſees.” This image is vital. 
Not as the reſemblance of a lifeleſs ſtatue to a 


man: it is a participation of the —— of Goo. 


Nor is it a ſuperficial Iikeneſs, as the ſhining of 
the face of Moſes, or paintings laid on canvas. 
It is an inward thorough transformation; in 


Which the creature is, at once, filled full of 


Go; yea, ſwallowed up and loſt in him; as a 


veſſel filled with the water of the ocean, in 


which it ſwims. No wonder, then, that the 


calm, ſteady, conſtant beholding of this glory 


ſnould raviſh the faints-in light. --It is the divine 


glory naked near and preſent. Shining in a 


manifeſtation, to purchaſe which CRHRISH bled; 
and died and which was the object of all Gop's 


counſels and acts, from eternity. —It is the glo- 
ry of thoſe perfections which are God's own 
bleſſedneſs : —in the beholding of which he him- 


ſal, is ſatisfied forever. With what ey Ws 
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a raptu 
eternal wiſdom, kindly 


and unfolding all its. 11 e 


covering what it has dc 
do ; Infinite love unve 
open faced ; conductin 
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opening all its councils, 
ns; Divine power diſ- 
ne, and what it can yet 
ling 1tſelf--ſmiling, and 
g him along the Iine of 


its tranſactions; helpir 
the fountain and the 


from which they were 
love to the principle--to 


led, from eternity all 
neſs to man, which time 


Tho raviſhing,: there t. 


clothed Deity: with fle 
and expire on the accur 
be the thoughts of the 

perfections made over to 
Aſſured of an unfailing 

faint reliſhes. all that is i 
enjoys and poſſeſſes it 
and knows that it 1s his 
ſhall be his forever, re 
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work while it is s daf d 
hors of life. 
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to trace the rivulets to 


ſweet beams to the ſun, 
3 acts of 


that heart, where rol- 


he thoughts of tender- 


brought forth to effect! 


ſee what 1 it was: that 


ed tree! But what-ſhall 
oul, that finds all theſe 
it, -and become 1ts-own-? 


ntereſt in his love, the 


him as his own bliſs: 

Il as his own. portion: 
curity that this portion 
on the ſame n —_ 
AL. 31 
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ted ſaints begin to walk in 


the: light of heaven, their endleſs day is but the 


3 of endleſs activi 


True, the ſpirits. of 


believers, at death, are ſ- d to have entered into 


reſt. But that does not 


intend to inſinuate that 


their ſouls, are then laid into a deep — 
and active exertion: 


er {adors-—labors that 
ye 


ceaſed from conſciouſne 


no, they only reſt from 
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- fa hl * mn th ng born bw 
the world of glory, 'may be ſaid only then to 
begin to der Then do they ſpring to action 
with a vigor and alacri 0 unknown, 
The 8 ke of life implanted'in regeneration, 
whic ad heretofore been called to war againſt 
their own. | 
its other enemies now, freed from their thrall, 
and having obtained a triumph in their death-- | 
is arrived at maturity, and capable of moving in 
this exalted f . The SrirrT of CnRISsT, 
as the ſpirit « glory, now, more fully than ever, 
dwelling in them—becomes a principle of eter- 
nal life and action to them; and is as a ſoul to 
the ſouls in light. Hence they reſt not, day 
nor night from the vigorous and perſect exerciſes 
that become their circumſtances. Theſe how⸗ 
ever muſt be ſuch as are conſiſtent with the reſt 
and happineſs of ſpirits already arrived at their 
centre; yet ſenſible of their being infinitely be- 
low the perfection of the lovely patterns ſet be- 
fore them, of ſpirits thoroughly convinced that, 
as they owe their all to ſovereign grace; ſo, when 
they ſhall have eternally been ing up 'them- 
ſelves, and ull he powers chey they ha we, in every 
act of obedience to that God 
_ whois their all in all-chey fl 1 
finitely his debtors to all  cxernity. 


Tars dannen may lead us e Faint ideas 
of their exerciſes. Love to their happineſs will 
make them unwearied, in every ſuitable exertion 

for acquiring more and more of that infinite good 
in which it lies—hence, while every communi- 

cation — — the faculties which it fills—de- 
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uptions, and to conflict with all 
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light in it excites them nd, 
all their powers both to |! improre and to acknow E | 
ledge what is received. As they exerciſe, the 


all the mighty works o 


witli them in this ſweet 1 8 
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_—_ and thus they continue riſing higher and 
igher, in every an heart A FRY on wg — 4 | 


OY] joy, forever.) e ff 
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155 ſenſible the more; o his being worthy of in- 
finicely higher honors than they, and all crea- 
tures, can ever pay: the larger ſhare they have 
Partaken in the gifts of his love, the higher will 
their obligations to gratitude riſe, and the deep - 


er will be their ſenſe of them. This is S feeling 
that naturally labors for vent: it cannot reſt 
without expreſſing itſel 
nothing of their o.] n, 
theſe favours, they cannot avoid TY out 1 in 
„ eee and pra ro Þ 


' Conſcious they have 
ith which to repay all 
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employ of theſe happy ſpirits. Praiſe, adoration, 


their delightful buſineſs 
too. Hark. their ſtrains. Worthy is the *Lams 
that was ſlain to receive honor and glory and 
bleſling! &c. Therefore bleſſing and glory and 


and thanks, will ever: 


honor and power, be unto him that fitteth on 


the throne, and to the LAM forever and ever! 
Thus will each ſaint be inceſſantly engaged in 
celebrating all the of Go he beholds—and 


Gop he knows. But 

love and dodge thus perfect, will be impa- 
tient of a lonely ſoliloquy of praiſe they will 
long to excite all other capable beings, to beer 
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pliſs of every ſaint in light; that he finds him- 
ſelf ſtationed in the midſt of a . ſociety,” equally 


with himſelf diſpoſed to ſo holy a concert. His 


happy lot is caſt arnong the ſpirits of juſt men 


e perfect -in the general aſſembly and church 


of che firſt born: in each of whom he can per- 


ceive his LozD's image perfected. T hat per- | 
fection and the honor annexed to it, will be an 


additional ingredient in his happineſs. There 
no envy, or ſelfiſhneſs ſhall excite diſcord—no 


different opinions no party- paſſions no ſepa- 8 


rate intereſts, no old offences ſhall ever divide 
the ſaints in-light—each ſhall heartily embrace 


all the reſt. The ſweeteſt harmony ſhall uni- 
verſally prevail among them: and their only e- 
mulation ſhall be, WAS: ſhall excel i in 1 love 22 
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Tus A . us 5 theſe http: ſoirits : 
mall mutually know, and be known, by all 


their companions in bliſs. In the viſions both 


of Daniel and John, the holy angels appear to 


know each other very intimately; and concern- 
8 ing ſaints, our Lon p himſelf affirms that they 


re equal to the angels of Gop. Unreaſonable 


er is the ſuſpicion that the ſpirit made perfect 


ſhould lack any of the advantages which it en- 
Joyed, in its imperfect ſtate: and among theſe, 


proper acquaintance and converſe with fellow- 


men was not the leaſt. But there 1s, in ſcrip- | 


ture, enough to aſſure us that the ſaints in li ght, 
lack not this privelege—how elſe could Abra- 
ham know Lazarus and his whole ſtory? Or 


Moſes and Elias he at once known to the diſct- 2 | 
ples at Tabor? or Adam diſcover his Eve when | 
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firſt foen,* or the Thel 
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alone to exiſt entirely eparate rom all body. 
Theſe vehicles they diſtinguiſhed into anRIAL 
and ETHERTAL,- or igneous—both of various 
degrees of purity n. ding to the genius and 


| This 1 they called 


apoſile's joy at the laſt day? Without knowledge 
luc cher wow, it is hard 3 8 could 


is cannot, 1 be ppb that they 
are known by their former features—or any old 
mee. of their rank and diſtinction on earth. 


Their converſe will doub eſs be moſt intimate 


and free; but without 41 earthly affections or 
a wiſn for the revival of earthly connections. 


Ne bin em N birth, of rela- 
; allare ſwallowed up 
in their common relatio > to Goo. Os 


e e h don them all. a9 
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been a queſtion much i 2 dark. Follow- 
ing, with exceſſive ſervility, the ſpeeulations of 
Aristotle and Plato, Ori I and moſi of the an- 
eient divines, ſuppoſed all created ſpirits to be 
neceſſarily NE 


to ſome material vehiele and 
contended that it was the e e of Go 


temper of the ſpirits that inhabited them. 
=: ſoul's chariot —hich, be- 


ing lodged at the place of the origin of the 


” 


nerves in the brain, wat e ed its immediate 
reſidence and the org all 


its perceptions 
and actions; this being a ſenſory in * HONG 
Was capable Wn receiv 5 
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_ of its ſubſtance; and therefore, althou 
us impriſonment in the body, cough he 
the optic, hear only by the acouſtic nerves, 8 
yet, whenever it is . from this dungeon, 


it is all eye, all ear; 44 at large; and open, 
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their earthly tabernacles, it was imagined that 


they carry off theſe vehicles with them: this 

they ſuppoſed 

e een, which Paul, in 1. Cor. 
te put on. Over it, they taughe 

e had power, 6 ſo far. as to. contract, 

denſe—or to rarify and expand it at plea- 


8 alter its form and direct its moti- 


ens —juſt as it wil-—and this * the means 
by Shue they believed. 
know or converſe. with anc ache above; or ub- 
* ſounds in the everlaſting ſongs. . 


Fi do not. 3 00 di prove 1 
oy; although I war i will de ea taſk for 


its friends to confirm it by fcri yet, what- 
ever become of the hypotheſis, I cannot give 


up the fact. For, do we ſee the inferior animal 


tribes, of earth and air, endowed with power to 


- abilicy to converſe, not only face to face, but 
even with a friend at the diſtance of thouſands w_ 
| leagues? And ſhall we yet dream that 


made perfect, enjoy leſs of theſe advantages 7 | 


Won, or in; which they can have noſociety”. 


n union —no harmony ? ? Is it not clear from 
; Ren 1 


to be the clothing, and the bonſa 


d ſpirits could 


expreſs. their meanings? Have men on earth 2 
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| Rev. vii: 9-12, and Heb. xii. 23, that whe as. 1 

ſemble for joint worſhip? Does not this r 

Joint conſent? Thar prove full apprehenſion . 
\,* their mutual ſentiments ? - and this infer mutu- 


1 communicidion between them! ee a 


If, 


But, as to ths öde, vhether WE or Sunk. 
out vehicles voices —5 d ſounds, we muſt be 
content to remain much in the dark while here. 
It is true; without the ſuppoſition of vehicles, it 
eannot be ſuppoſed that, before the reſurrection, 

; theſe bodileſs beings ſhould uſe words or articu- 
late ſounds. Yet, may it not be ible! 2 
as we, even while in the body, E eee | 

ö N 0 15 0 or even lich Gop, $12 1 4 
e of its organs; by ca into act thoughts 
and e before lay hid, in the RON 5 
habit; ſo may ſaints in! has by a ſimple act of 
the will, immediately preſent to other's views 
naked and full, whatever each would have them 
to know ? May they not, as ſo many living mir- 
rours, reflect the images of all they perceive on 
whatever object they turn themſelves to—juſt as 
a man may, at his pleaſure, turn his back to 
one, and ſhew his eg o another, and at the 
ſame time ſee it himſelf, in a . 2 0 it is 
preſented before 1 Wh... | 5 


Tu perfeRtions and lis 25 th ſaint lon 
$A fy their great Author in proportion to their de- 
Th gerees— and increaſe the bliſs of all the reſt, in 
=. © that proportion; even as the largeſt candle ſheds . 
the greateſt light and heat through all the room 
where it is ſet. This can never be, but by mak- 
Ing them conſpicuous to all the reſt ; and ſo at- 


tracting the ee the joy—and an- 
3 mating 


4 
|; 
| 
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mating the ſong of the whole choir, Thus he 
that ſhines brighteſt may be ſaid to ſing loudeſt, 
in this ſpeechleſs anthem. Hence it is, at once, 
the intereſt and the duty of each ſaint, to pub- 
liſh all he is and knows and thinks; not to 
a ſelect companion only, but to all within His 
ſphere.—So ſhall they be made each other's 


mutual bliſs. They have nothing in them 


which they are afraid to divulge - and therefore 
no ſecrets to keep: with the ſweeteſt freedom 
does each converſe with all his companions 
each thought, in each breaſt, being darted 
through thoſe of all the reſt, in the inſtant of 
its conception; not as words uttered here below 

which convey only ſome of our ideas, and 
theſe only to ſome; perſons near us—and at ſome 
particular times, and then ceaſe but as a print- 
ed ſheet communicates all it eontains—to all 
who view it—and that at all times—imparting 
as much meaning to day to you, as if it had ſaid 


nothing yeſterday to ⸗wmmů̊A. 

Tuvs may we form ſome obſcure conceptions 
of their conſtant exerciſe in the praiſes of Gon 
and the LamB. But we muſt not imagine that 
this excludes every other exertion. | Are all the 
angels miniſtring ' ſpirits to ſaints on earth? 
And is it true that ſaints in light live like an- 
gels? Then, why may it not be ſuppoſed, that 
their God may, ſometimes, honor theſe bene- 
volent ſpirits, with ſome beneficent errands to 
his faithful ſubje&s here? Nor could this be any 
interruption to their beatific viſion :>—Gop 1s 
omnipreſent. © Theſe excurſions, then, could, 
not remove them from him, any more than they 
do angels: who, we are fure, are ever behold- 


> 
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ing the face of our Father i in heaven, even while 
employed in embaſſies through all the earth. * 
Why ſhould it be thought impoſlible, that ſaints 
tall often be engaged in travelling through 
fpare-—ſurveying and a all the works of 
z0d ? It is true, the a mags as 2 
are not particularly ſubjected to their cogni- 
zZzance; as they contain fo many things which it 
would be irkſome to them to behold. Yet it is 
certain they learn the ſtate of the church, in 
general, as well as the condition of unſtained _ 
worlds —ſometimes by | intuition ; when they | 
themſelves are ſent, in ſwift flights, to viſit 
them: ſometimes by revelation from God, in 
whom they ſec all things ; and ſometimes by he 
report of angels, returning at ſet ſeaſons, from 
their poſts, to give in their accounts and to re- 
cCei ve 3 


0 all this it is not to be Joubeed that the 
x ſpirits freed from theſe bodies ſhall have many 
new ſenſes and faculties]; of which, in this life, 
we can form no more conception, chan the foe- 
tus in the womb could of the manner, in which 
it was to live as ſoon as born. But, as all fa- 
culties increaſe by exerciſe ; it is rational to ſup- _ 
poſe that all the powers of ſpirits made perfect 
mall be perpetually opening, culirging: and 
ftrengthening in the worlds of light. There 
will be new to be ſeen in Gop to all e- 


| ternity : The more of theſe they ſee the more 
a  fhall they love—the more ſhall they emoy—and 
be the more conformed to the good enjoyed, for 
ever. Thus the wine in our Father's kingdom 
is ever zew—and new s ſhall celebrate the 


Giver's praiſe to endleſs ... 


1 


080 


. is not :ndepd to be imagined that all Gaines 
1 ſhare theſe felicities and honors in an equal 
degree. Every veſſel ſhall be full in the ocean 
of bliſs.— But ſome will be able to contain a 
2 eater quantity than others. In diſpenſing theſe 

egrees of glory, God, as 1s fit, ſhall exer- 
ciſe his own ſovereign good 1 in 
general, it is to be concluded, that they will be 
proportioned 9 the meaſure of grace exerciſed 
—of ſervice done and ſufferings borne for 
Gop here on earth. Thus the greateſt grace 

ves a moral congruity, or qualification, for 

he greateſt glory. And hence, tho': the bliſs _ 
of = 4 leaſt is perfect, and his glory complete; 
yet ſhall one ſaint in light riſe above another; 
eyen as one ſtar differeth from another ſtar” in 


nu 


eee ws hare that faints ſhall hbve 
in the reſurrection, and in the proceſs of the laſt 
judgment, I have ſpoken elſewhere ; and-ſhall 
not detain you on theſe things here.—But it 
cannot be omitted; on this ſubject; that the con- 
ſequences of that event ſhall form a moſt im- 
portant addition to their glory and bliſs.— The 
recovery of their long-wiſhed bodies, from 
- their long confinement in the darkſome grave 
and the beauties which ſhall adorn them. Vi- 
tal union to bodies now refined into a degree of 
ſpirituality --and purged from all groſs elements, 
bodies freed from all corruption and gravity-- 
and from all uſe of food or apparel--and framed 
for immortality--bodies now pure--impaſſible, 
ind agile as lightning---beautifully formed- to 
a likeneſs ot the body of the Saviour himſelf : 
each _ as the ſun in the brightneſs of the 
E "I | 
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iges, in regions of air, 


EW 


firmament--in the fall poſſeſſon of an exceeds 


# * 
8 


Ms ir a joy unſpeakable, when, at death, 
the fouls of flints found themſelves freed from 
earthly clogs from ſnares and fins--ſnatched up 


kao the arms of angels, and carried by them 
thto' the air,“ that roam of devils ; defended on 


every fide by radiant files of heavenly warriors, 
appointed to keep off the fiery darts of the 
wicked ; guardians who not only clear the paſ- 


fages, but ſweetly converſe with and lovin oly 


entertain 


— 


This is not intended to infinuate that the departed fpirit is under a 
naceſſity of ſpending a long time in its aſcent from a death - bed tu the 


een. G05 br every whete preſent.” I ff world is 


hid from our view, only by the partition-wall of this body. Break 
down that wall; and we are plunged immediately into the naked 
ſight of its great realities : and are paſſed through the dark valley of 
death as ſoon as we are dead. This muſt e x caſe, if departed 
ſouls are naked ſpirits without any connexion With matter. But if 
we ſhould contend for their ſtill carrying with them material vehicles, 
which fill place and uſe loco-motion as bodies do, it will be other- 


- 


fouls tarrying about the graves of their dead bodies—or wandering for 
Fore they reach ætherial worlds. - We do 
not find, Even in the body, that ſt requires a long time for our eyes 
to reach the ſun. The eyes of S HE THEN were not long in penetrating 
even to heaven, and tlie throne of (Cuz 157. Why, then, may it 
not be ſuppoſed that angels that glide through ſpace as guich 28 licht- 
niypg or flames , fire; ſhall waft up the'departed ſouls of ſaints to 
the Empyreum itſelſ, as quickly as motion can be made? This Wũill 
not leave time for a e eee, in the region of the powers of the air: 
and has not yet arrived within fight of the light of heaven - may well 
be called a vale of darkneſs; a vale which lies within the circuit where 
devils, range ;—in which, therefore, paſſengers, if not defended by 
a convoy, would be expoſed to the moſt furious attacks of enemies 
that know all their en, of hurting it are now expiring— and 
' hence this valley of death may be a valley of frights and conflicts, as 
well as of darkneſs. But with ll this, naked ſpirits have nothing 


by. gp and that departed ſalnts ate ſuch, appears from Eccleſ. xii. 4 


earth as it was; and the ſpirit: which 


V where'no other parts are found b It. that body which returns to the 
that gave it. 


inamediately to O 


ſ 


wiſe ; yet, even fo,” we need not be troubled with the groſs notions of 


e 


entertain their ward by che ways until they We 
uſhered it. 5: the third heavens ; where ſtands 
the throne of the Redeemer, and where himſelf 
reſides? Was it all extaſy ta find che bleſt in- 


habitants there waiting, at the gates of the ce- 


leſtial —.— eager to embrace and welcome 
ions? To be eſcorted by hoſts 


of — 3 that ſtr ike up new 3 : £ 


the 1 To be — by its 


to Jesus CHRIST? Kindly received into his 


_ arms—and,. by e A in its manſions 
| 1 Nis own houſe?. PL. *O 75 o DI 6 
8 ar heart, 1 can conceive—or. ca 2 
tongue expreſs the raptures—the extaſies that 
muſt enſue, wWI they ſhall, after the judgment 
is over, aſcend with their Loxp, and mn be 
—— to the FaTrHRR—-joyfully accepted 
III net in SO. 5 jew ATED: n 
dert 5 on | 406 Es TS SICY pert 


| Bur to. ſpe iculaly of of theſe ne” 
= deſcribe — dee ory and u nfading ſplendor.of | 

that incorruptible Diadem, with which their 
Lonꝝp ſhall then adorn their exalted heads & the 
various ſweets and innumerable beauties of the 
new Jeruſalem. —This is a taſk which I dare not 

preſume to attempt. For ſo ſhould. I be loſt in 
that great abyſs, which is not to be fathomed * 
1 ſhallow faculties of mortal men. | 


of | InsmzAD. of this, let us rather join.in 1 
licitations dictated by an heart eaſed with that 
bliſs, ſaying Hail, bleſſed ſpirits) you have run 
de the laborious race; and now you have receiv- 
Sol the "_ oy” Lou have fought 1 


es | +) mig htys, 


: ror's ; crown | No mot 
ec darkneſs mixed with 


out becauſe of oppreſſ 


e ſhall you groan under 
* the tumults of paſ 
* indwelling iniquity : 


© Your Redeemer's lo 
</them all—hath carriec 


: „ : 
0 36 d) 
, * a e EY ? 


18 


no. you enjoy che'vis "Il 
e ſhall you Complain of 
your light. No more 
he perplexity of thought 
non, or the burden of 
No more ſhall you ery | 
ing enemies or ſorrows: 
e "hath «freed 1 you from 
L you, unhurt, — 


all your dangers,” and hath now forever fixed 
Wi you in his arms! Now are you raviſhed with 
* the: diſplays of his matchleſs beauty. No 


ec wonder then that it is 
* plate his perfe&ions x 


Join your notes with th 


6e ing praiſes and halleh 
© ry, and honor and POR 


our delight to contem- 
ithout ceafing— and to 
> angelic choir in ſing- 
jahs, bleſſing and glo-' 
er, to Him that ſitteth 


on the throne, and te the Lau forever and 
ever! Sing on I ſing on, ye happy ones; 
until the time come whe n we alſo, through't 


fame Sovereign grace, ſhall be made meet to 


n with you O' bleſſed day! When? How. 
j ong'e'er it 1 wv) 54 805 ws" ho ht yonder | 
ra * SE 
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- Pike this inheritancy was 5 Jefigtind ; 
and prepared for its appointed heirs, was remark- 


ed in the preface: Our divine Redeemer has 


taught us, that it will be in this view that he 
himſelf ſhall conſider it at the laſt day; when 


| he ſhall ith them e poſſeſſion of it, Mat. 
N . 55 5 15 XXV. 


[ * 


\ 
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xxv. 34. For them indeed it was: witli 
the invaluable price of his own blood. Theſe: 
were the ſheep * whom he laid down his pre-: 
cious life':* the peculiar people for wliom he died, 


to redeem from all iniquity — the church which 


he loved, and for which he gave himſelf; that 
he might preſent it to Gon without ſpot, or he- 
miſn, or any ſuch. thing. The madern tenet 
of univerſal redemption * as little foundation in 


ſcripture, as its natural offspring the notion of 


univenſal ſalvation. Indeed, without the latter, 
the former is more abſurd even than it. 


1311 34 


Wirn the ſacred writers nothing is more pe- 
remptorily laid down as an axiom, than this, that, 
if Gop fo loved any man as not to ſpare his own 


Son; but deliver him up as à ſacrifice in his 


ſtead; it is impoſſible that this love ſhould not, 


impoſſible for that favourite to periſh, or for any 
enemy ever to pluck it from the .Redeemer's 


hand :* nor could they admit that the Judge of all 
the earth, who ever will do right, will exact the 
ſinner's debt over again at his hand, after his 


Surety had paid it for him.“ Hence while they 
uniformly conſider the heaven of ſaints as a 


purchaſed paſſeſſion®* — and themſelves as bought 


with him alſo, freely give him all things. If 
Cnxtsꝶ is once pleaſed to lay down his liſe for 
any loſt ſheep, the inſpired oracles ſuppoſe it 


with a price, no leſs precious than the blood of 


Chxisr,“ as of a lamb without ſpot and with- 


out blemiſh; they, with one voice, declare 


' thatitheſe happy ones are not the whole race of 
(al. John x. 15. C5) Tit. il. 14. Ce) Eph. v. 86. 37+ (4 
: (27.40% 75 . 5 „ 29. 7% Car. Ai. 28. Vos 
(9% I Cor. vi. 20. vi. 23. (1) i Pet. i. 9. 
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abroad through the world; * people redeemed, 
unto God from among men, e r 8 
ee eee, dcop and nion? | 
: ; Fon them the pes Pur e 
fen —and holds the premiſes, in his own: 
8 3 in their behalf; until he receive them- 
| One, -anct fix ea of them in the man- 
> ney memo him in their Father's houſe el 
manſion which he y_ ee to him, by: 
name, in that laſt will z eſtament, which he 
ſealed with hs wand 3 7 
e anker deb has 10 0 e e 


| 4 valid title to the inheritance: its validity was 
Judicialhy v 1 oy Gon the-FATHER ; of 


that day when, they, being found: vitally and 
den sd cw, Einer n fall en his 


| furety-righteouſneſs ir imputed to them; 


its account, were: jbftifec ane his Fathet's' fot 
tence. This:title can - i receive any im- 
provements. - It is as god bd and Perfect che firſt 
| moment as the laſt—ar:thevery inſtant of con- 
verſion; as at the day of ji Ji dgment—of ali that i 18 
. done afterwards, er | n the believer, or by 
hin, no 18 brefded! to give him a © better 
claim ma? ri bliſs. No: The right: of a child 
| to his inheritance, i is as dlear at the houf df his 
birth; as when he arrives at maturity; although 
he is not qualified to enjty and poſſeſs its: until 
d ene am edticat ee mall fit him o 
: Fe LEE. EY 40 1 move . ; ; 
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| a) rohn Xi. . 10 Rev. v. and xiv. 4. ) Heb. vi. 20, 
C 7 Mat Fat ( Luke 12.25 Mat. 95 60 . ** ow, 
2 5 b. * „20. 5 In. Ixiv. 6. 1 Am: * 4. and 1 iv. ral 
| af ö. Ila. . 24. and li 2 7. Rom. v. 155 is; 
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N. B. T. reads is earneſtly re equeſted - to examine the eee v. 5 


Bee ie r ” 


a 


pew} it is 1 9100 NN hat- 5 
ever has been done to ſecure their vine to it 3 „„ 
while they continue in a ſtate of nature, they Eg 


are utterly unfit to poſſeks 1 it. As children of a” 


fallen Adam, they are children of wrath even 
as others. As the branches of a e 
too, are dead in treſpaſſes and . 


e i ha bett Tak about the 8 
bchel inherftance may cohvince us, that fuch — 
_ natures--are no leſs tneapable of erfoying = 
than are the natures of reprohates themſelves. 
All enjoyment ſuppoſes a congruity of the ob- 
ject to the faculty that pereeives it. Pore Joy, - ; 
therefore, are competent only to pure hearts -- 
Such only can ſee God. None but theſe could . 
breathe the-air of the bleſt ſerene" on high.. ---.. 
The inheritance itſelf is undefiled :--and' OI. 3 


fore nothing that defiles can enter on ae, 


Hxw E, bald any or the heir is” FIT Men 
to the poſſeſſion, he myſt be made meet for it. 
This is not to be expected as the effect merely · 
of his own exertions.*--Unleſs we may _ 
that darkneſs may work itſelf to light or that 
the exerciſes of enmi will change ix into love. 
The text aſſures us, that all chat fits s is“ the 
work, not of man, nor means, but only of 
Go. "Fhe Farurx 200; made us meet. RO 

05 9 


a) E 11. 3. 371 Mat. Vs 6. = Heb. 1 d) 1 Pet. i Is : 85 
0 Lare 47 Y e) Eph. i lie 9. 2 40525 iii. 5. bl i 2 4 | | 


* . Aude, and then is judge ab- they prope its doBrintss 


rit is the whole work effected in us; that 


ina as he choſe us to. this blik--and pave. his 


dear Son to buy it for 1 is :--but, chiefly, as he 
ſent his Spirit down into our hearts, there to 
work the whole good pleaſure of his ene 
and the work of Faith wi ch Poets, „ 


Br che energetic influe nces of this ee Si 
as 


any part in our meetneſ: for this inheritance : _ 


He is the ſole agent in that buſineſs. 


I is worthy of notice here, that the FWD 
of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks as thus made meet 
for heaven; were yet in this preſent life. And 
nothing is more plainl declared in ſcripture 
than this ; that all that is to be done, in order 
to fit any ſoul for heaven, muſt be done here 
below--this is the only accepted time and day 
of ſalvation* : in that night of death, wherein 


none can Work, there is no repentance to be ob- 


tained. As the tree falls, ſo it muſt lie - and 
he that dies filthy, muſt be filthy {till *--The 
dream, of converſions wrought in hell, never 
turned the head of any profeſſor of chriſtianity ; . 
until the ſpirit of that feligion was exchanged 
for the ſtrong deluſions o the ſpirit of antichriſt. ; 


Taz ingredients, whik ch conſtitute 95 meet= 
neſs, may be gathered from the nature of the, 
ant for which it p . 


1. Ws hw "ano that to 4 a ate — 25 LIFE. 


To fit us for it, then, it is neceſſary that we be 
regenerated.— for it is 1 tat act of at. 


and 


- 


(4) 2 Theſſ. i. 11. 2 Cor. v. 5. |{b) 2 Cor. vie 2. (c. Joh. ix. 4. 
Ecel. ix. 10. (d, Eecl. xi. 3. (e — xxii. 11. (/ 2 Theſſ. ii. 116 


X Cod 


1 5 


arb d an the whole nature is chang⸗ 
ed, and the Principle of life infuſed i into us. 


n 15 therefore, ha firſt effectual- 
taken by the SyrzIT of God, to fit us for this 
inheritance.—All the heirs are firſt made chil- 
dren of 'Gop by regeneration.--They are born 


of GoD: made new creatures: an entire change | 


is wrought'on their hearts, in the day of *Gop's 
power. This begins a:new life in them, that 
can never be loft ; but; like the mornin light, 
will grow more and more unto the Perfed . 


| 2. The t text deſeribes the future bg 0 a 


ſtate of Licaur. It follows, then, that; in or- 


der to a meetneſs for that enjoyment, we muſt 


uave eyes to ſee it. Spfritual glory can not be 
ſeen wich eyes. of fleſh. . Spiritual ſight alone 
van perceive it. Blind, as every man natural- 


1y is, to the beauty of all divine chings--none 
can enter tle realins of light; until firſt he has 
been delivered from the power of ckarkneſs. 


By the illuminating virtue of the ſpirit 6f God, 
his eyes muſt he opened--the ſcales of ignorance 
made to fall from re e 5 2 
dn his nn, 


2 Are n is this ks ak ws cons in . 
aints that are to be ripened for glory. — 
are turned from darkneſs to marvellous light.“ 


They all be hold as in à glaſt, the glory or Geh 5 


The have ſeen the ki ofa {in--their own 
* * natural 


hn i. 59 2 Cor. v. 1). Mat J Prov. iv. 18. 
"2 25 at pa e COTS Pet XI 9 Th #Cor. His 5 
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© natural guilt, anddepravity--the purity and per- 


fection of Gop's law--and the juſtice of the 1 


damnation of every rebel that has broken it: 
The forlorn condition of themſelves, and all the 

fallen race; and their utter inability to help 
themſelves out of that woful ſtate, are realities 
of which all are made ſenſible. By this light 
they have ſeen the glorious plan of ſalvation re- 
ported in the goſpel :--the perfection of the cha- 
_ .ra&ters--offices--and works of CRRISsT the Sa- 

viour- and the divine heauty of all the moral 
perfections of Jzxnovan, as manifeſted there. 

n God's light, they ſee light, and walk as 
children of it,--enduring therein, to the end, as 
ſeeing him who is inviſible. — 


3. Hotinsss is the very eſſence of heaven. 
To fit us for it, then, it is neceſſary we be made 
holy too.--Without this we cannot ſee, it. For 
this end Gop has given us a holy law--an holy 
.Goſpel--holy Sabbaths--holy- ordinances--holy 
examples--and caſt up, and hedged in, for us 
a holy way.“ But, becauſe all this would be 
ineffectual without holy hearts too; therefore the 
Srixrr of CakisT, having implanted in us, in 
g . pes a holy principle, goes on to che- 
Triſh and cultivate it in a gradual, progreſſive 
and perſevering work of ſanctification. For 
this end he operates by the means of word, or- 
dinances and providences, ift carrying on this 

work; until every corruption of nature is mor- 
_ tified--every inbred luſt finally ſlain- and all the 
_ graces of the divine life grown up to maturity.* 

„ e 5 4 2 4. 
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| 4- Doxs the ſtate of which we ſpeak contain 
near, open immediate communion with God in 


CnrrsT ? Then, ſurely, for ſuch rebels as we 
to be fitted for it, ſuppoſes that we have been, 
in the firſt place, reconciled.* Can two walk 
together except they be agreed ?* Unleſs, by a 
true and genuine repentance, we have been 


brought to lay down the weapons of our warfare . 
—to deſert the camp of God's enemy, and ſub= - 


mit as willing ſubjects at his feet :* unleſs we, 


by faith, have fled for refuge to the hope ſet 
before us---receiving CHRIST, in all his offices, 


as our own Saviour and giving our whole ſelves 


away to him*---unleſs we have thus been vitally. 
ingrafted in and united to Chriſt---and ſo, cor- 


dially reconciled to Gop through him--we can 


never know what this communion means.* This 
faith, and that repentance, then, never fail to 


be wrought by the ſpirit, in them that are to be 


brought to this inheritance.,* And, from the 
day in which theſe graces are firſt brought into 
action, the heir of glory is trained up for a life 


of immediate communion with Gop hereafter; 
by a life of mediate communion with him here.“ 


Their father's countenance ſmiles on them and 


they perceive it : he lets in a ray of his own 
moral perfections on their ſouls, and they are 
moulded into its likeneſs; as the wax to that of 
the ſea]: he impreſſes his love, and they receive 


it with joy: they hunger, and he feeds them, 


with the hidden manna : they lean on him, and 
he ſupports them : they pour out their hearts 
and complaints before him, and he hears, yea, 


anſwers, 


* 


: ; Col. . 7 5 Cc | „ Vs $, b au Jil. 5 ) L ke ili, * 
0 in dee bs, 5 Fn 
. 2. (g) 1 John i. 3. | 2 | 


C4) 
anſwers, in favors beyon their higheſt thoughts: 
and thus by, mutual action and re- actiqn ĩs cam. 


munion maintained 80 bann between every child, 
hoy Gon, and their Fat Who. is in: heanen. 


5, Is the reſt remait ing, a ſtate of COMPLA», 
CENCY. AND. DELIGHT!? And can this;ever- be 
found; where the object of it is not beloyed:?; 
Truly, until the love of "Gon is ſnhed: abroad in. 
_ our heacts, we: {hall be utterly; indifpoled. for, 

delighting in him.“ Hence, if: any man love 
not the Logo Tesvs. CursT, not. a blefling, 
but a curſe lies at his door.“ Hew could he live 
in the world: of loye ? Hence, too, the: Holy 
Spirit, ta every heir of glory, imparts a diſpg- 

ſition to love this Lon 0, with Al his hearts : 


Taxy.allare. broug] 1 15 Gronecibal: . 
fetions.on. the lovely MAN URL, Dhey behold 
his glory and their hearts are attracted, and 
won, by the beauty they ſee in hira-—they cleave 
to him as their beloved and friend. In their eyes 
he is altogether, lovely, and- the chiefeft; among 
ten thouſands yea, they conſider him ag cheig 
all! and, whom have. I: in heaven but thee? 
or what on earth do I eſire beſides thee? - 1s the 
lan e of: each of their ſouls.. This love is 
the ſpring of all their, action the principle of 
all their Obedience by this they are led to love 
all that reſembles, and all that belongs to him. 
By this they are ſtimulated to hate ſin, that op- 
poſed and crucified him; and to wage a conſtant | 


war againſt it. This nales his word and or- 
dinances 


— 


) Rom. v. b Pet. 3 v. Io. 
ty 4) Col. i ay 1 a © Pc. Seel tee. E 7 


1 1 


dinances precious to them his Sabbaths. 1 
feſtivals--his name as ointment poured forth. 
and his ſaints eſteemed the excellent of the earth :* 
and, as this temper will grieve at whatevenwould 
diſhonor his name, or hurt his cauſe ;, ſo will: i it. 
lead to aim, with a. 5 eye, at. his e 2 in 
beter is ſuffered, or done by it. 


by In a word; the very. idea. - that. * 18. 

à ſtate of joy, ſuppoſes, that a, talte ſuited. to ir 
is neceſſary, to fit us for. 1 itt: without. a. reliſn for 
what, we . what.) Jay- can, be e in 58 
8 Poſleſſion-? 


Toi impart. this. to the he of ne 


was the very. buſineſs.of the, SpirITy_ in regene- 


neration; and to encreaſe it, was the tendency. of 
be his other work; within. them. For this. end 
does he bring a portion of heaven down to their 
taſte at times thereby he gives: them an, earneſt 
af the inherit ance to come. Thus does- he 
wean their, hearts from all below, and, make 
them long for their houſe not made with hands. 
They thirlk for Gop, the living Go their ſouls 
follow, hard after him. their heart and. fleſn cry 
dut for liberty to ſtretch their wings and fly away 
to his preſence and his boſom. '—Yea,, for this 


7 cauſe, do they rejoice in him when the fig-tree 


does not. bloſſom, and even glory in tribulations 
. —long to be diſſolved—and deſire to depart and 
be with CHRIST, as a thing far better, than all 
created good.” This makes them meet death 
as their fi 

with 


hs 


(e Cant. i, 3. PC. xvi. 3. (b Pf, cxix. 136. 1 Cor. x. 37. mY 
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88 off their . tabernacle 
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with joy —ſing in diſſol tion, and triumph over 5 
the grave. a „ | . 2 


7. FinaiLy, as the heavenly ſtate is all 
PERFECTION, nothing imperfect can enter on it. 
The faint in his infirmities—with all his body of 
death about him, cannot be admitted to that. 
bliſs any more than the unregenerate. That 

which is perfect muſt be come; and that which 
is in part be done away.“ Tis true, this perfec- 
tion is never attained here below; and therefore 
the ſaint is called every day to grow in grace. 
But the Spirit of Gov, that dwells within them, 
is gradually carrying them on towards that mark, 
at which they all aim : and ſhort of which they 
cannot reſt.“ For this he deals out to them 
comforts and ſorrows-- proſperity and afflictions? 
--word and ordinances : that, by all means, they _ 
may be more and more advanced in the divine 
life: until the building is reared, and needs on- 
ly the cope-ſtone to be ſet on it, to open the 
way for the eternal ſong of grace unto it. 
And then he puts to it that finiſhing hand, 
Which, in the article of death, touches the work 
up to the meaſure of the ſtature of the perfect 
man in CHRIST IJ Es us: and inſtantly lands the _ 
faint on glory's bliſsful ſhore. 3 


| ö AND thus our way is paved for ſome 1 
APPLICATION. 


Dip time permit, we might ſoon find that, 
as no theme is better fraught with comforts for- 
3 1 „„ 


(% Car, il. 20, (5) Phil, In. 16. (c) 2 Tims Hi. 27. (i) Phils i. 6. 


Cal 


the ſaint; bo none affords more ferious matter 
for trial of our ſtate. e 


Doss it not c naturally lead us to reflect. 


„15 How: ic the proſpects Ahe ha: 
on has opened? 2. How boundleſs the divine 
love that provided all theſe joys? 3. How free- 
ly they are beſtowed ;—even as an mberitance ? 
4. How ſure the title of every adopted child of 
Gop to all the glory that ſhall be revealed? and 


5. how ardently ſhould he s for 5 enjoy” 


ment of it = 


Jane us all, then, | examine what FER: of 
meetneſs for this” ortion have we received? 


Let us go over the ſeveral articles of the ſecond _ 


head; and turn Ws 4 into. eres Cs to 
our own. hearts, and | 


Ir we find this work going on, let us be-ani- 
mated to pray and ftrive and labor for perfecti- 
on: and be comforted in the proſpect _ we 
ſhall ſurely attain it at the laſt ; and that in the 
ce of a veg time. 

Rav; X 4 it appears ard on « "whole, 
that our preparation is not yet begun--let us a- 
NET EL earneſtly to Gop for the 


. gilt of the HoLy Grosr, and never reſt till we 


ow that we have believed: for, bleſſed be Gop, 
he has not yet quitted the ſanctifying Work 


Bk. ace is ſtill free :--and CHRIST Is ſtill of- 


as his gift, to all that will: the chief of 
= is ſtill invited - called commanded to 
: «copy that gift and lire. CHRIsT ever liveth 


— £ 
on 
Oo OY 
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e reſidue of hy ſpirit * 


p 


to malce interceſſion- 


with him--he can eaſily turn hearts of ſtone to 


_ fleſh, and out of the moſt ſtubborn ſinners, 
form for hiaſelf a willing g people in the day of 
his power. The Great Redeemer can Rr 0: 
the uttermoſt: the benevolence and p of 
this heart are infinite; 3} him that c to 
Jum for life, he will in r 0 wiſe cult ot. 


To whom elſe ot 1d we-wo ? 1 als 
words of eternal Hfe. | To him, then, let us all 


Tpeedily take out flight, and lay hold of the 


hope ſet before us ; for, . death is faſt 


approaching! The Judge is at the door Be- 
hold, no now is the accepted I cime—behold, now is 


the day of ſalvarion! 


Bor, here che time reminds me > the As 
ſion of my addreſſing you on this fubject to day. 


Ir the firſt head of this diſcourſe has ſuccee- 
dod, in any meaſure, in its deſign of giving you 
a glympſe of the le of ſaints in light; 


it will help you to idea of that ſtate, into 
which, we may humbl traſt, an entrance was 


adminiſtred abundantly, a few days ago, to an 
excellent man; who, for more than forty-one 


years, walked with emin ent uſefulneſs before this 


church, in · che importar ee of a Ru- 
LING ZLDER. | Had! 


Aud i as 1 5 bb n e to judge, | 
fom my own knowledge and the concurring in- 
formation of his brethgen and cotempbraries, 
the laſt head was but a ſketch of ſome gf the | 


out-lines of that Tas 15 


[4 
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8 a has, * many years, been e him 


meet for that bleſſed inheritance. 


Tax repe 0 ted attacks of an acute diſcaſs 
which have, ſo lately, brought me apparently to 
the brink of the grave, have left me, at ia fog 


draught of a character for my venerable friend 
had not fallen to the lot of ſome ks more com- 


F e ilk. | | „ 


52 NABLE, however, to put a negative on the 


requeſt of ſo many. of his friends and brethren 


ave ſolicited it ; I have ventured to — 4 | 


take that intereſting ſubject at this my firſt ap- 
pearance in Sus = Place, ME my con- 


„ ement. ; 1 


| Sxcurs, of t that 1 which 1 3 0 lon 


experienced in this generous audience, ee 


regardleſs of he rules of art: confi 
with you at leaſt, my known circumſtances will 


be dy apology for every defect of compoſition 


ang ſtyle; while it is my honeſt aim to lay be- 
fore Fou. He, watt 0 of fads in its naked fab | 


. 


Ix * 1 of this 8 n cannot pre- 
tend t0- equal advantages with. t 


— Jangcourle d 1 15 ; for that N 1 was 
| „ 


7 


! 


's Tax 1 hs MY 5 my Seat to every candid reader for [is „ 


+ - accuracies; with which this d — m the preſs: it Bae 


1 8 aſtily in a y vid tate 2 an 
of ken 7 TR. and 2939 ing now called far 5560 time wh 


| 2 Tom unab Moro trankcribe it, Tale to ſend — oas 
Tough draught, a 


ent, 
under a peculiar incapacity for the labor of 
compoſition; and make me to regret that tze 


nt that, 


ofe who have 
had the privilege of living near the deceaſed for 
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as one born out of due time. Very little of his 
character can be expected from my own Know- 
ledge ; as he had long retired from buſineſs and 
was far advanced into the vale of old age, before 


that began. But he has left a witneſs in the 
breaſts of a very numerous acquaintance; and 
from the lips' of ſome unexceptionable charac- 
ters among them, I have drawn the informati- 

ons that follow: in the rehearſal of which TI 
have never exceeded the teſtimonies furniſhed. 
me; but deſignedly fallen much within their li- 
mits; that every acquaintance of his, in this aſ- 
ſembly, may be able to go away declaring that 
his own knowledge of the deceaſed, greatly tran- 
ſcends all I have ſaid. N WS On 
Mr. Rar Cross was born at Ipſwich, in 
this county, of honeſt and induſtrious parents, 
on the 14th. of Avcvsr 1706. He was early 
put apprentice to a reputable ſhip-builder in this 
town; with whom he learnt that buſineſs, which 
he afterwards proſecuted for ſo long a courſe of 
years, with ſo much ability and ſucceſs. = 


Ar the expiration of the term of his appren- 
Ticeſhip, he returned to the place of his nativi- 
ty, and there, he was received a member of the 
church, under the paſtoral care of the Rev. Mr. 


4 


Rocxxs, in the year 1727. In the courſe of 
the year following, he ſettled in this town, in 
the buſineſs of his occupation, and entered into 
the matrimonial relation with Mrs. SARAH 
Jonnson, the daughter of his former maſter. 
This event he always conſidered as one of the 
moſt favourable providences of his whole life. 
In the lady of his choice he found an * 


( 82 


for him i in the higheſt 8 | Peculiarly mel 
for the buſineſs of her ſtation, ſhe poſſeſſed a 
degree of knowledge in the management of her 
affairs, which few of her ſex have exceeded: 

her life was a continued. ſeries of active exerti- 5 
ons in every line of duty proper to a female; it 
was hard to ſay whether unwearied induſtry or: : 0 
cconomy, whether watchful PF or 

the tender, yet ſteady. fidelity of friendſhip, had 
the aſcendant in her N un conduct. The do- 
meſtic virtues, in which ſne excelled, exhibited 
an example worthy of the imitation, of every 

mother and of every wife. mw ms 


Azour the year 1741, ſhe 3 a happy 

mhare in the gracious ſhower of divine influence; 

which was ſo plenteouſly rained from heaven in 

that memorable day. From that time, her vir- 

tues put on a new and more beautiful aſpect: 
illuſtrated with the charms of unaffected piety, oo 

they; ſhone out with attractixes ſuperior to thoſe i 

of all their former beauty. Her knowledge in 

religion grew apace ; and ſoon attained a diſtin- 

guiſhed eminence, In Auguſt 1746 ſhe made 

2 public profeſſion of wenn in and enjared 

into covenant with this church. 


Tul profeſſion ſhe both juſtified and adorn- 
ed by a life of holineſs; and hence her fellow - 
ſhip was ſavoury and profitable to her chriſtian . 
friends; and continued ſteady, aud e e „„ 
to che end of her race. 1 


Im the 3 of the laſt ſpring, ſhe ſunk i into 
2 popes diſeaſe, in which ſhe languiſhed for 
ſaws time. * the whole N of the 

diſtemper! L 


to all u bree e 


0 
diſternper, ſhe o prot « 


dieuous pattern of; 
ubmiſſion to the n } 
bore her ſolemn teſtimony 
religion ſhe had profeſſe d, and che Arise ſhe 
had uſually been taught among you: . 
ſhe gave her parting TO nfols b to her chi 
and repeatedly did the e expreſs to me, and others 
*, , Hear her, the affired hopes ſhe entertained of 
- entering ſoon into the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light. And into that happy ſtate, we doubt 
not, it pleaſed. her Lonp, out of his ſovereign 
grace, ta admit her, on the 13th day of June, 
1787, in the Lend year f her age 


Fon almost 59 yeats of that time the had 
lived moſt happily, in thie bonds of marriage, 
with our late deceaſed friend. And eminent 
was the aid he derived from her all the while, in 
+ the buſineſs of his calli g as well as in the ma- 
nagement of his family; and it was not a little 
Owing to that ald, that the laudable induſtry 
with which he purſued | is occupation, as a ſnhip- 
builder, for many years, Was crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs; and iſſued in the ' 3cquiſition of a "vv 
handſome cſixte, PW 


Ar what period of hls lit, Niem Ampret; 
ſons were firſt ſpecially made on his mind, my 
information does not ſerve me. It is well known, | 
however, that when the great revival of religi- 
on took place here, in the years 1741, 1742, 
1 W d and 1744; there were but few among 
bjects of that glorious work, in hom the 
effects 571 its energy were more ſenſible, than in 
N. ö and yay few, any Where, —_— — 

ound 


$ 


Vf. 
found more forward and zealous bo g 


Then did his virtues begin remarkabiy to be 5 


— That Chriſt- like temper, of which he th 


received ſo large a ſhare, ſoon 1 8 


ths in which he might beſt follow the ſteps ot 
fa bleſſed Maſter; and do moſt honor to the 
religion he profeſſed. To feed the hungry and 
to clothe the naked, became, from thenceforth, 
his delightful care. There are yet among us 
living witneſſes, not a few, who, from their own. 


| knowledge, bear ample teſtimony of his many, 


and, ſometimes, ſingular charities to the end 


| you's in this and in other towns, - e vr 


ene all aal of FER virtues, 2 80 


Uifrilnired his alms with a ſtudious re to 


the divine precept; not to. let the hand 
know what the right hand doeth: It was 3 
üble, however, that, with all his care to conceal 
it, the licht of a candle which bunt ſo brightly 


could long be hid. The: pity of his heart foon 
became i aſphum of pie eth in diſtreſs, The 
as be 


munificence of his hand een known to call 


the godly poor from a diſtant place, to raiſe them 


from the depth of indigence to comfortable liv- 
ings, and to fix them in reputable ſtations in the 
community. His liberality has opened the pri- 
ſon- doors, has paid the debt, releaſed the debtor, 


and ſettled the We in b nn for 


ys 
all HE ow of truth FEE on 1 1 


; and integrity ths. ee, in his dealings. His word 


was equal to his bond 4 nor would he flinch from 
his promiſe, however much to his loſs the per- 


formance might be. An vnaffected aaf | 
ite | 
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C 
getipticiey ran elit Il his manners, his equi 


page, and his dreſs: from a principle of fixed 


averſion to extravagance and ſhew, his houſe 
was remarkably the 3 of frugality—and the 
theatre of virtuous and indefatigable induſtry: - 
temperance and ſobriety reigned within his walls 


D conomy and content we [roger in . 


at the ſtated ſeaſons; 
them in waiting on his 


covery and ſupport of th 
| with CHRIST had made re free. 


in his ng; OB | 
eee Had NN 
SrzAbirr dating his own .-bukinely hes 
never affected any ſhare in public employments. 
The ſucceſs of his labors, however, he did not 
neglect, to render a public good: whilſt he de- 
rived thence an honorable maintenance for a 
number of families beſides his own. Never un- 
affected with the concerns of his country, nor 
indifferent to its intereſts, he ſtood firm to the 
cauſe of AMzrrica in its darkeſt days.-—Fis pa- 
triotiſm was unmoved in all the ſhakings of © The 
times which tried men's ſouls - and his faith re- 
mained ſtrong, that ſucceſs would finally crown 
the virtuous ſtruggles of this 2 ple, for the re- 
liberties wheres 


Ir muſt not be forgotten, that his rw] aan 
was the top of all his attainments. The devo» 
tions of morning and eyening worſhip were as 
ſteady, in his family, as the riſing and ſetting 
of the ſun; Not even the greateſt hurry of bu- 
ſineſs could divert him from bleſſing his houſe, 
d joining and leading 
0D. Of his ſecret de- . 
votions he endeavoured to make a ſecret. Yet 
his profiting much, from ſecret acts of commu- 


nion with his Redeemer, was obvious to * | 
ut 


r 
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bout him: while he ever ſtudied to make his 
converſation entertaining and agreeable, he 
failed not to render it inſtructive and edifying; 
and ſoldom left his company without dropping 
ſome hint of warning -of caution--or advice 
for the conviction of the ſinner, or the ſaint's 
direction and comfort. Thus he became a 
plain and faithful reprover of the vices of his 
times; the impious and profane - the drunkard-- 
the Sabbath- breaker and the idler uſually met 
him with dread. | eee, OO Oe 


Tx doctrines of the goſpel he ſtudied with 
peculiar care; few in his circumſtances, better 
underſtood them; or could defend them ſo well. 
But, from the time of the reformation already 

mentioned, his zeal for the purity and power of 

religion was eminently. diſtinguiſhed.--At that 
criſis, he boldly ſtood forth and openly eſpouſed 
What he tho't regu God ; againſt a ſtrong 
tide of oppoſition. His heart, his houſe, and his 
purſe were open to all whom he conſidered as ho- * + 
neſtly laboring to promote it. The faithful preach- ape 
ers who pleaded that cauſe, found a home in his 
dwelling whenever they came. Atlength, hav- 
ing found a goodly number, whom he judged 
fincere ſubjects of vital religion; he animated 
them to form this church; and entered into co- 
venant with them himſelf, in November 1746. 
To his benefactions and other exertions, at that 
time, it greatly owed its ſurmounting the man 
difficulties then in its way; 


Its firſt ſtated preacher was boarded at his 
houſe; gratis, for the ſpace of three years: and 
there was the firſt reſort. of "its. firſt, ſettled mi- 
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niſter: a principal ſhare of the expetice ** 
building its firſt meeting-houſe was ba ayed by 
himſelf : and, of the Sms who purchaſed. 4 
valuable houſe and lot of land, and made a pre- 
ſent of them to the Reverend Mx. Pansons, of 
my worthy predeceſſor, ſoon after his coming to #4 
this town, Mx. Cross, was the chief. In the 
erection of this ſpacious building, where you | 
now ſtatedly worſhip, K aids were eſſential; 
| ad a valuable token of his liberality to the 
church you behold, every day, in the excellent 
folio BIBLE that adorns the deſk. AY 


No beaver.of: the goſ 0 el was more "ab 
Seen in his place at public worſhip: no Ear 
was more attentive there: and few more fre- 
quentl felt. the force of the doctrines there de- 
livered. Ho often have we. 85 him melt i in- 
to nd 3 joy at the ne vs of. the great ſalyati- 
on! How tenderly has he been wont, to Weep, o- 
ver the graceleſs and ſecure! With what ardour 
did he warn them to en the wrath to come! 
Earneſtly did his bowels yearn for the converſion 
of the riſing generation: bitterly he lamented 
the decays of vital piety ſo enerally prevailing 
in theſe darkſome days. How often have we 
ſeen him lift to heaven his withered hands 
and ſtreaming yes, in agonizing interceſſion 
for the church of Chriſt! And how | 
engaged was "his heart, during your late 
bereavement of your ve nerable Paſtor, to ſee 
the goſpel re- ſettled among you, agrecably to 
— rinciples which you profeſſed, cannot ſoon 
be forgotten. | Many now within theſe walls can 
NE the faithful teſ timonies he gave, bob 
in word and writing, again what he thought 
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Ix was my misfortune that my perſonal ace 
quaintance with him began too late to know him 
When he was Mr. Cross.--But, tho' hoary and 
bowed with years, he was, by his ſpiritual and 
holy conferences, made ſpecially uſeful to me, 
Iince I have known him. Theſe have often 
been my cordial in a gloomy hour--and have 
animated and encouraged me to my  arduaops 
work, times without number. I think I never 
finiſhed a converlation with him, withoutghis - 
dropping fome word to ſtrengthen my halls, . 
and point my eye to the great reward. 


Arx laſt it has pleaſed God. to ſnatch him 
from us, at a time when his counſels and his 
prayers were not leſs needed than formerly. He 
ſeemed, for ſome time, to have had premoniti: ' 
ons of his approachitig diſſolution; and was 
frequently heard to ſay, he ſhould be gone be. 
fore his daughter, whoſe life was then deſpaired of 
by himſelf, and who ſurvived him but one day. 
Hs illneſs was ſhort: and his death was in, 
Tome reſpects, a tranſlation. He taſted not. of 
death while he died. During the week before 
he was attacked by his laſt ſickneſs, he was en- 
gaged, with more than ordinary zeal, in exhort- 
ing all that came near him to examine themſelves 
and ſee well to the ſafety of their ſpiritual ſtate; 
and in entreating every one to conſider the dan- 
ger of being deceived in their hope. 
Tux lethargic ſlumber that came. on with his 
diſeaſe, deprived his friends, in a great meaſure, 
of the benefit of his dying teſtimony and advi- 
ces. Bux when, at any time, they were able ip 
VV 
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rouſe him a little; though he was loft to 2 
- Thing in this world, his anſwers on religious 
ſubjects were rational and clear: all elſe failed 
him; iy declared his religion ſtood firm— 
and taſted to him as ſweet as ever. He charg 


all that enjoyed their reaſon, 'to uſe it to the g o- = 


ry of Gov, for he was ſenſible his own was now 
impaired: and, among the laſt words he ſaid to 
me, was a declaration that he knew he was a- 
bg to leave us--that his hopes of the inheri-— 
tance of the ſaints in light remained ftrong-- 
that he was going to another anda better world ; 
and that his heart rejoiced at the proſpect. In 
this condition he continued until January the 
4th, at 11 o'clock, A. M. when he gently ſlept 
away into his Maſter's joy in the 82d year of his 
age, and left a mourning. church, a numerous 
circle of friends, and eſpecially four loving and 
dutiful children, with their riſing families, to 
lament a breach then made upon them, too 
great ever to be healed in this vale of tears. 


Bor ir was not long before the youngeſt of 
the four followed her father. Mrs. MarxTra 
Now had been languiſhing in a conſumptive 
caſe for ſome months before he was ſeized ; and 
expired at 11 o'clock, A. M. on the 5th of Ja- 
nuary, and, on the next Wedneſday, was fol- 
lowed by a ſolemn mournful train, together 
with her father, and buried. with him in one 
(grave, Etat. 39. Fm LY 


© - In her were aſſembled all the accompliſhments 
of a fine female character. To an ingenious 
and penetrating mind, which ſought every mean 
of improvement, were| added a ſweetneſs and 
modeſty that made her amiable in every relation. 
> EL... 3 Co vic- 
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© Convierious. of a ſtate of ſin and miſery had 


Fo. at followed her from her youth--and 
had ſometimes ariſen to great and — 


than ever:—her heart was laid open before her 

 —ſhe found herſelf dead in treſpaſſes and ſins 
her own righteouſneſs appeared but filthy rags— 
and all her hopes of eternal life were cut o 
till, on one of the Sabbaths in the month of 
. April, that year, when fitting in this place, un- 

der a Sermon, from Pf. xix. 11,—She ſaid; di- 


vine light broke into her mind : ſhe beheld the 


glory of Gap in the face of Iꝝsus CurisT; 
and, by the drawings of Almighty love, ſhe 
was brought to cloſe with, and embrace the of- 
fered Redeemer on his own terms; and went 


down to her houſe filled with joy unſpeakable 
and full of e e celeſtial frame of ſpi- ; 


rit was, with ſome intervals of darkneſs, re- 
peatedly indulged to her afterward. But, in 
her laſt ſickneſs, at the cloſe of a ſeaſon of great 

anxiety and diſtreſs, ſhe was filled with hght 


and love, even to raptures: — theſe ſettled down 


into a ſweet peace that paſſed underſtanding :— 
which, was ſupported, to the laſt, by a Faith, 


that triumphed over all oppoſition; and ſo ſhe. 


Cloſed her eyes on à world of darkneſs; and, 
we doubt not, . opened them in eter- 
nal day. | 


Tus, from that one houſe) in tis 83 of : 


arenty-one- months, were four adult perſons. 


carried, as charity e to te houſe not . 


Wan with. hands.“ 550 Sinov⸗ 


* * SARAH 1 pg” fſter of 75 W ert in this 


- "Hitt A woman the moſt remarkable for ſagacity and e ever, 
'1 ſaw, in her an, * 5 
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diſtreſs ; and then vaniſhed away. About three 
years ago, they returned with greater power 
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 StNoULARLY inſtructive may this train aof 
rovidences be to all who duly attend to it, 
But as it directs its voice ea rar to ſome 
than to others; ſo, it is incumbent on me to 
echo it more eſpecially to cheir ears. 


SurrEx me then, in the firſt place, to addreſs 

a a few words to the mourning children of the 

dear deceaſed, and their numerous riſing fami- 
lies, prefent, -, EL 

My Honored: Friends,, 

THE ſtrokes of righteous heaven have lately, 
fallen on you in thick ſucceſſion. _ A venerable 
father and an incſtimable mother, with two be- 
loved ſiſters, have been ſnatched from you in a, 
ſhort time. Moſt cordially do I ſympathize 
with you in the ſharp afflictions by which your, 
2 bleed, through theſe bereavements, this 
ay. Altho' the goodneſs of the Lox p was 
pleaſed to continue the lives of your honored 

parents to you, to a good old age; yet the ſtroke. 

that has now taken them from your head, is not 
leſs ſolemn and affecting. Invaluable was the 
privilege indulged you, while you enjoyed them. 
That boon of heaven is · now withdrawn fore- 
ver. And it is now your part to reflect on the va- 
lue of the enjoyment you have loſt—and on the, 
improvements you have made of it. How ma- 
ny careful inſtructions have diſtilled from their 
lips into your ears with how many tender ad- 
monitions have they followed you. How many. 
ardent petitions have they daily ſent up to hea-” 
ven on your behalf, for a long courſe of years! 
' Petitions now on file and which' cannot 5 
, I TT is  þ oo 
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| Phant even in deaths, 
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of anſwers in due time. How ſavory. were the 

patterns of virtue and religion which Heaven 
fin ſet before your eyes, in thoſe with whom 
nature placed you in the neareſt relation :--reli- 
gion which you have ſeen uniform and trium- 
Now your faithful moni- 
tors are no more! No more ſhall you ſit under 
their refreſhing and perſuaſive addreſſes! But, 
may I not truſt that the impreſſions made by 
them will be retained ſtill warm on your hearts, 

and operative on your lives 


| PeRMIT me on their behalf and your own, - 
to exhort you now; that, while you bow ſub- 


miſſive to the righteous ſtroke of Heaven, you 


may not delay to riſe up--eagerly to ſnatch the 


falling mantle of your aſcending- friends--and 


ſeriouſly to follow them ſo far as they. followed 
C HRIST. Thus will you beſt embalm their me- 
mories. No monuments of marble could re- 


flect fo much honor on their names. 


 THrinx you ſee them beckon to you from the 
tomb; and hear them accoft you in theſe en- 
dearing ſtrains; Dear children, conſider that 
ce religion which you ſaw in us. It has borne: 
ce us through all the trials of life. It has ſup- 


9 3 us in the important hour of death. 
(66 j 


It has uſhered us into a ſtate of realand of per- 
cc fect bliſs, which you, at preſent, cannot con- 


Lee ceive. Be perſuaded, by parents that ever 


« loved you, and now love more perfectly than 


< ever; to make that religion your own. Let 
& no worldly object divert you from the purſuit . 


— 


« of it. Reſt not, till you all have attained an 


« aſſured intereſt in CR IST. It will be _ 3 
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c tears and all our prayers- 


Not ſuffced by habitual preparation only ; labor 
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< tet. us not ſee one of you or your's, at ur 


— 


« all our cares and all our warnings--leſt all our 


te neſſes then, to your final & 


Lis rEx to this voice from the dead, my gear 
friends; embrace theſe friendly counſels. Obey 
the dictates of yourdeardeparted parents--dictates 
delivered, as from the battlements of the celeſtial 
city Reſolved on full and ſpeedy eompliance 
with their call, riſe up now and call them bleſſ- 
ed. And fo, when you alſo ſhall have finiſhed 
per comet, may you all be joined to the ſame. 
blefled ſociety with them; and with them join, 
for ever, in the ſong of Mosxs and the LAMB. 


"op HE brother and fifters of our deceaſed friend, 


place, to remind them that the lives and deaths. 
we this day deplore, may ſerve as freſh proofs, 


of the truth of that religion which they now 
8 profeſs. With this additional encouragement, 


then, be entreated, my friends, to quicken your. 
pace. Tour race is nearly finiſhed, Ol be 


_ zealous now for Gop, more than ever. Live 


much in a little time. Be in earneſt to have your 
teſtimony finiſhed before you come to a death- 
bed] leſt you may not be permitted to ſay much 


when you come there. Live more above alt 
ſublunary worlds. Keep your eye on the better 


country. Not content with paſt attainments, preſs 
forward to the mark for the prize ſet before you. 


for 


: . 65 1 
8 actual ede for Ah Sceadily purſue 


greater degrees of holineſs, until you are conſci- 
ous of meetneſs for the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light: and ftand ready, at amoment's warning, 


to drop this tabernacle, and go to the houſe æter- 


nal in the heavens, © Pick x the fragments of 5 


FE remaining time; and, when the long-wiſhed 


our ſhall come, 
grounds, each to ſay, I have fought a good fight; 


I have finiſhed my courſe ; Thave kept the faith; 


and now I 8⁰ to ue a crown of Liſe. 

In the third place, I beg ſhave to call upon 
you, my dear brethren, the officers who com- 
poſe the Sxssron of this church, to realize it, 
this day, that an eſpecial part of the improve- 

ment of this providence is required at your hands. 
Various and affecting have been the breaches, 


which death has made upon, your numbers, 
| fince my connection with you began. Nine ru- 
ling elders and two deacons have we been called to 


convey to the duſt, within little more than eight 
years. All of them ſavory and excellent chriſti- 
ans, & eminent ſupports of vital religion Shou 


Ap now it has pleaſed Gov to bereave you 
of one, who has ſtood in the place of both fa- 
ther and brother, in the church, for a long pe- 
riod of time. Upwards of forty-one years has 
he been of your body. I need not now remind 
you of the effential aids--the wiſe counſels--the 
faithful directions -- the ſeaſonable encourage- 


ments the reviving comforts you received, du- 


ring that time, from his zealous exertions and fer- 
vent 1 T hey are 5155 warm in your re- 


vou "bs be able; on good 
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TLxyour work has been growing on your hat 
Be not diſcouraged by cheſe dilpenſations. 
them rather inflame your zeal, and animate 


diligence in that work. Let not the prophet 25 ; 
1 


reproof ever be ap lic: ble to you, that the 
_ eaſed ye have not ſtreng! 

_ healed £4 which) was fic 
up that which Was 
brought again that . 
ther have ye ſought th 


the ſervice of Gov'; and the beſt goc 
flock committed to you, and be encou raged 
therein, by the joyful proſpect; that every breach 
vou heal--every broken bone you reſtore--every 
inner you are the means of reclatming--and e- 


very ſaint you help to comfort and ſupport, in 


become a jewel in your 


this ſtate of. trial, will 
e reſtitution of all things, 


: oe at the day of 


: Feu iar and laſtly, 1 would mingle my 

tears with thoſe of this church in general, un- 
der the repeated and ſenſible frowns of heaven 
upon us in the bereavements we have ſuffered. 
Bound, as we are, thankfully to adore the So- 
vereign grace that has added ſeventy-one mem- 
bers to your communion, ſince my paſtoral re- 


lation to you commenced,--nine of whom have 


been received in the ourſe of the FAT paſt ; 


righteous hand 5 e 1455 
Hi gb, that, in that period, has taken away no 
leſs than fifty- eight of 


ſiſters; of whom fifteen have been called home 


during the laſt year? : VV 2 


* 5 


« (a) Ezek, xxxiv. 3, 4, 6. 7 5 


4 chat; as Home! as W youll nuniber © 


ened; neither have ye 
Ick, hgither have ye bound 
broken; neither have ye 
ich was n away; nei! 
at which was loſt.* n - 
the contrary, be ever exerting your utmoſt for 
of all the 
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kncere it: among you, 1 1 add —— 1 3 2 $ 1 


I compare, in Point of religion the me 
depurted, with thoſe who: have afiſen to f 


places; there ars no greater feſemblance 
than was once found . the firſt temple | 
and the ſecond, 4 "Oh! where is the life 
the zeal the pi 0 wes Where is the hea- 


venly-mindedne 85 ak a hl aRiviey? Wherethe 

favory converſations--the e rs . 
the near communton' uſually ſeen am 1 

rhe firſt members of this church 4 What is Be 5 

come of the ſweet meetings - the holy ſocieties-— 

the Happy days of faſting and of prayer — which 

were wont to turn your private houſes into Beth. 

as, and this ſacred! place into the gate of he- 

ven? Alas! How is our gold become dimm 

Ho is our. moſt fine gold changed? Let us, 

then, this day, ſearch and try out ways, aad 

turn again to the LoR D. Repent, and do your 

firſt works; Jeſt Gop actually do what he — of 

late repeatedly threatened—-leſt he come quick- -- 

| ly and remove our candleſtic out of its place. 

Let me tell you, CHRIST loathes this luke warm- 

neſs and will ſuddenly ſpew it out of his mouth. 

Riſe up then, and ſtrengthen the things that re- 

main, and are ready to die. Look about you, 

my dear firs; ſee errors raging on every hand-- +. 


x 


vice prevailing—iniquity abounding—the love 


of many waxing cold- the ſpirit of Gop with- 
drawn and one after another of your fathers ta- 

ken from your head ! Is not evil gone forth a- 5 
gainſt this generation? are not theſe doves fled  - * 


to their windows, before an approaching ſtorm? 


Let us now rend our hearts--and not our” gar- _ 2 
ments! g and! th let the little remnant. of WFreſt- -* 
* 1 8 4 | ery ; 4 4 
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church; 5 thar its 
and leb 
O,; entreat him 
may never be ſul 


fathers! Renew 
and learn to wall 


be made meet to 
of the ſaints in li 
to be admited tc 


and all the other 


us; in ſing 
fas to 5 | 
and therefore ble 
power, be unto | 
and to the Lamp 
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cet to ag 
ts in light; 
ited to join with the dear 
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and be fo happy as, then, 


875 may 90K 
N 5 kitten on its cobra 
oO little ones; that they 
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ging, worthy is the Lau that Was 
ceive honor and glory and bleſſing: 
re bleſſing and glory and honor andy 
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